
Today thousands of members of the Father Solanus Guild and others 

carry around as relics threads from his brown habit in decoratively 

crocheted badges.   

 

Bl. Solanus spent his life in the service of people. As porter of the 

Detroit monastery door, he met thousands of people from every age 

and walk of life. He earned recognition as "The Doorkeeper." He was 

always ready to listen to anyone at any time, day or night….and to 

encourage everyone to “thank God ahead of time.” He never turned 

people away when they wanted to speak to him. Even his joy was 

obvious to everyone, as he would often share his love for playing the 

violin with his fellow friars. 

 

Bl. Solanus was known for his wonderful ministry of healing and 

compassion toward people of faith, Catholic and Non-Catholic, Non-

Christians and even Atheists. But, like Jesus himself, Solanus’ heart 

also went out to those who had given up the practice of their faith or 

had no affiliation with any church community. He saw each person as 

loved by God and called to share in God’s life.  

 
His biographer:  James Patrick Derum --The Porter of St. Bonaventure’s 

 

Quotes of Bl. Solanus Casey: 

❖ Thank God ahead of time.   

❖ Do not pray for easy lives; pray to be stronger people. 

❖ I give my soul to Jesus Christ! 

❖ Mary gave birth to Christ in a manger at Bethlehem – and to 

the rest of us thirty-three years later, under the cross at 

Calvary. 

❖ We must be faithful to the present moment, or we will frustrate 

the plan of God for our lives. 
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Sources: solanuscasey.org, catholiceducation.org, Franciscanmedia.com,  
 “God’s Door Keepers” by Joel Schorn 

Bl. Solanus Casey 
Miracle Worker – Door Keeper 

 

Born: November 25, 1870 

Died:  July 31, 1957 

Feast Day: July 30 

Patronage: Soup Kitchens, Doorkeepers, 

Violinist 

 

A Part of His Story 

Blessed Solanus Casey spoke in a soft 

and quiet voice to all who came to him 

for help. And he prayed. Some say his 

prayers cured illness.  All say his serenity 

and counsel gave them peace. 

 

Born into a family with simple faith on November 25, 1870 on a farm 

near Oak Grove, Wisconsin along the Mississippi River; his birth 

name was Bernard Francis Casey.   Barney was the sixth child in a 

family of ten boys and six girls born to Irish immigrant parents who 

left Ireland after the famine years.   He maintained that simple faith all 

his years. 

 

 In everything, the family attended Mass regularly, but there was quite 

a lot of distance between the family farm and the Church, so the family 

had to use their one wagon.  Not everyone could fit in the wagon, so 

half the family attended Mass one Sunday and the other half the next.  

The half left at home would read and pray the Mass prayers together.   

At the age of 21, and after he had worked as a logger, a hospital 

orderly, a streetcar operator, and a prison guard, he entered St. Francis 

Seminary in Milwaukee—where he found the studies difficult.  

Barney faced several handicaps on entering the Seminary:  he had only 

a primary education, at age 21, he had to attend the seminary high 

school with boys a few years younger.   

 

Second was the language – at this Seminary in the heart of Midwestern 

German-American Catholicism; out of the 13 professors who taught 

there only two spoke English.  Textbooks were in Latin, and classes 

were in German, languages of which he had no prior knowledge.   



The third was his lack of experience as a student.  He had finished 

eighth grade in order to help on the family farm.  These handicaps 

were a challenge for Barney.  As he put it, his “brain just didn’t seem 

to want to work.”   

 

Then there was his health.  An aftereffect of his childhood bout with 

diphtheria caused frequent infections in his throat which produced 

fevers and sharp pain.  The Seminary Rectors directed him to another 

seminary and suggested he go to the Capuchin Friary in downtown 

Milwaukee.   

 

He left there, and in 1896, joined the Capuchins in Detroit, taking the 

name Solanus, after a 17th century Spaniard Francesco Solano, a 

Franciscan of great peaching ability who worked in Peru and played 

the violin, using it to teach catechism to children.   

 

His studies for the priesthood were again demanding.  However, 

Solanus was ordained on July 24, 1904, but because his knowledge of 

theology was judged to be weak, he was not given permission to hear 

confessions or to preach. A Franciscan Capuchin who knew him well 

said this restriction “brought forth in him a greatness and a holiness 

that might never have been realized in any other way.”   

 

He was sent to New York City where he served the area of Lower East 

Side, Harlem and Yonkers.  In 1924 he was transferred back to St. 

Bonaventure Monastery in Detroit where he worked for 20 years. 

 Father Solanus spent his life in the service of people. At the 

monastery door, he met thousands of people from every age and walk 

of life. In time of trouble and sorrow, they sought his prayers and 

advice. 

 

Many people believed he had the gifts of healing and prophecy; 

they attributed favors to his prayers. He constantly showed his love of 

God by loving all of God’s people. However, like his models, Jesus 

and Francis, he would often say: "I have two loves: the sick and the 

poor." He was always ready and willing to listen to anyone any time of 

the day or night. In return he asked people to develop their own 

spiritual lives by growing in love and God and neighbor, especially by 

their support for the missions. 

 

During his final illness, he remarked: "I'm offering my suffering that 

all might be one. If only I could see the conversion of the whole 

world." His last conscious act was to sit up in bed and exclaim, "I give 

my soul to Jesus Christ." He died in Detroit at the age of 86 on July 

31, 1957 and is buried at St. Bonaventure Monastery. 

 

 In 1958, the Capuchin Minister General called Father Solanus “an 

extraordinary example of a true Capuchin and a replica of St. Francis.” 

This tribute confirmed the many reports that began to come in from 

people everywhere about the outstanding virtues of Father Solanus.   

He had faithfully served the people of Detroit, MI, New York City and 

Yonkers, NY by providing soup for the hungry, kind words for the 

troubled, and a healing touch for the ill. Wherever he served, people 

would line up for blocks for a moment with Father Solanus. 

 

In 1946 his health began to decline from a skin condition and for the 

next few years, he was in and out of the hospital.  

During his final illness, he remarked: "I'm offering my suffering that 

all might be one. If only I could see the conversion of the whole 

world." His last conscious act was to sit up in bed and exclaim, "I give 

my soul to Jesus Christ." He died in Detroit at the age of 86 on July 

31, 1957 and is buried at St. Bonaventure Monastery. 

 

Thousands attended his funeral. He was buried in Detroit and in 1987 

was exhumed and reinterred inside the Father Solanus Casey Center in 

Detroit. His remains were found to be mostly incorrupt. Many miracles 

have been attributed to Fr. Solanus’ intercession. 

 

In 1995, Pope John Paul II raised Fr. Solanus Casey from the title of 

“Servant of God” to “Venerable” and on May 4, 2017, Pope Francis 

announced a miracle confirmed by the Vatican, raising his title to 

"Blessed". The beatification was held on November 18, 2017 and was 

attended by Vatican officials from Rome as well as 60,000 pilgrims 

and faithful from Detroit. The biography of Father Solanus Casey was 

read during his Beautification at Ford Field in Detroit, MI.  

 

The Blessed Solanus Guild, a Capuchin ministry dedicated to sharing 

the holiness of Bl. Solanus, reports that many have asked Bl. Solanus 

for his prayers as an intercessor to God and that those prayers have 

been answered, often in dramatic ways.  


