
2. The loss of respect for their wives as persons on the part of their 
husbands, and of women in general on the part of men 
3. The decision of some governments to impose population control 
through contraception, sterilization or abortion on their own people 
4.  The tendency of man to wrongly think that he should have an 
absolute dominion over his (or her) own body, including his/her 
procreative powers or those of others2 
 
There are 28 other writings of Paul VI. He wrote one titled 
Evangelization in the Modern World in 1975. This document defines 
evangelization; its contents, methods, the spirit of evangelization, as 
well as the workers and beneficiaries of evangelization.   
She (The Church) exists in order to evangelize, that is to say, in order 
to preach and teach, to be the channel of the gift of grace, to reconcile 
sinners with God, and to perpetuate Christ’s sacrifice in the Mass, 
which is the memorial of His death and glorious Resurrection. (no. 14) 
 
Pope Paul VI died on August 6, 1978, the Feast of the Transfiguration.  
He died one week before his papal retreat in Castel Gandolfo of a heart 
attack. He was 80 years old.   
 
He is entombed in the Basilica of St. Peter in Rome. 
 
Other quotes of Pope Paul VI:   
 
If you want peace, work for justice. 
 
The Mass is the perfect form of prayer. 
 
Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and 
if he does listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses. 
 
 

Sources: americancatholic.org franciscanmedia.org, ncregister.com,  
papalencyclicals.net, vatican.va. Footnote 1: Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau.  

Footnote 2: Human Life International 
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Pope Paul VI was one of the 

most visionary popes in the modern era, foreseeing not just the rise of 
secularism, but the negative effect it would have on the family and the 
human soul. – Sophia Institute Press 
 
His full name is Giovanni Battista Montini. He was the second child of 
three sons. His father, Giorgio, was a lawyer, editor, and eventually a 
member of the Italian Chamber of Deputies. His mother was very 
involved in Catholic Action.  
 
He was ordained to the priesthood on May 19, 1920 at the age of 23.  
He studied philosophy, civil law, and canon law in Rome. Four years 
later, he was called to serve in the Secretariat of State in the Vatican, 
where he worked for 30 years. When WWII began, he oversaw the 
Vatican Information Office, and was engaged in aiding refugees and 
Jews in their plight. 
 
In 1954, he was appointed Archbishop of Milan, a large city in 
northern Italy. There, he engaged new methods of evangelization in 
order to address the issues of immigration, materialism, and Marxist 
ideology that was so prevalent at that time. (Marxism is a social, 



political, and economic theory originated by Karl Marx. It is one of the 
schools of communist thought.) 
 
He often visited factories regularly to win the alienated workers back 
to the Catholic Church. And many did return! He called himself the 
Archbishop of the Workers. In 1958, Pope John XXIII made 
Archbishop Montini a Cardinal. As a Cardinal, Montini helped John 
XXIII in preparing the Second Vatican Council and participated 
enthusiastically in its first sessions. The Second Vatican Council was 
the meeting of Catholic Church leaders from across the world 
convoked by John XXIII to address challenges facing the Church in 
the twentieth century. 
 
In 1963 –he was elected Pope and took the name of Paul VI.  He 
entered the papacy amid numerous challenges, including bringing  
three periods of the Second Vatican Council to a successful conclusion 
in December of 1965. Pope Paul VI worked very hard to ensure that 
bishops would approve the Council’s 16 documents by overwhelming 
majorities. He always encouraged the Church to be open in the modern 
world while respecting her tradition, always seeking communion 
among the Council Fathers (bishops and other participating leaders).   
 
Vatican II was a universal call to holiness. Pope Paul VI said:   
The most characteristic and ultimate purpose of the teachings of the 
Council" is the universal call to holiness: all the faithful of Christ of 
whatever rank or status, are called to the fullness of the Christian life 
and to the perfection of charity; by this holiness as such a more human 
manner of living is promoted in this earthly society.  (From “Lumen 
Gentium,” the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, promulgated by 
Paul VI on November 21, 1964) 
 
In 1964, he began the practice of Apostolic Journeys; he was the first 
pope to travel outside Europe. His first journey was to the Holy Land 
in January of 1964.  He visited Galilee and Jerusalem. One of the 
historic points of his journey was meeting with the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarch. The purpose of this journey was to propose an ecumenical 
dialogue and to foster peace. Today in both Galilee and Jerusalem, 
there are historical markers of his visit. One example is a sculpture of 
Pope Paul VI on Mount Tabor, near the Church of the Transfiguration, 

where he prayed during his visit to the Galilee region. He made eight 
more international trips, including one in 1965, to visit New York City 
– he had Mass in Yankee Stadium. He also spoke on behalf of peace 
before the United Nations General Assembly.  
  
Paul VI also traveled to Jordan, Lebanon, India, Portugal, 
Turkey, Colombia, Bermuda, Switzerland, Uganda, Indonesia, 
Pakistan, Iran, the Philippines, American Samoa & Western 
Samoa, Australia, Hong Kong, and Ceylon.   
 
During his fifteen years as pope, Paul VI spent himself in the service 
of the people of God, from the poor to the clergy. Since the 8th century, 
popes were given a Papal Tiara that was symbolic of papal authority.  
Through the centuries, the Tiara became a jewel-encrusted, three-
tiered, decorated tiara. Paul VI broke with this tradition, donating the 
papal tiara to the poor at a Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica attended by 
2,000 bishops, dignitaries, and the faithful. Following the Mass, the 
Pope rose from his chair and solemnly placed his tiara on the altar.   
With a message “that the pope was not a king, but a bishop, a pastor, a 
servant.”1 He called himself a servant to the people. He was the last 
pope to wear one. 
 
He instituted the World Synod of Bishops (which is an advisory group 
for the pope). He increased the number of cardinals significantly, 
giving many countries their first cardinal. He established diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See and 40 countries. He also instituted a 
permanent observer mission at the United Nations in 1964. 
 
Paul VI wrote eight encyclicals. (An encyclical is a letter directed to 
the bishops and pastors of the world and all who teach and defend the 
Catholic faith. They help everyone better understand how to apply the 
teachings of Sacred Scripture and Catholic Tradition, especially in the 
light of a particular situation.) His last one was On Human Life – on 
the regulation of human births, which prohibited artificial birth 
control. It was one of the best-known and most widely discussed papal 
documents in history.  
Four major phenomena he predicted in On Human Life:    

1. The general degradation of sexual morality and an increase in 
marital infidelity 


